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Welcome fellow Lions 
A message from our President, Lion Paul Taroni 

Serving Safely Together  

 

Alton Lions Jungle Drums 

 

 

A message from 
International Lions  
Foundation  Chair 
Gudrun Yngvadottir 

Hello and welcome to 
the fourth edition of 
Jungle Drums. I hope 
this finds you all safe 
and well. 
Life has been full of 
thrills and spills in the 
Taroni household this 
week. I have worked 
two days, one of which 
was as ‘cover guard’ 
sat in the mess room 
waiting for someone to 
go sick or a disaster to 
befall.  The day that I 
did work I went to 
Reading. The trains 
weren’t very busy but 
getting some people to 
respect other people’s 
space is a bit of an 
issue.  
Two interesting things 
about Reading station 
 

are how most of the 
announcements are in a 
‘southern’ accent, and one 
which comes along in a full- 
on West country accent which 
always makes me chuckle…: 
’Toilets are located on 
platform level.” 
Reading is the reason why 
guards and drivers have to be 
certified in rail safety for 
overhead lines, there’s no 
other place on our network 
that we come anywhere near 
them and in Reading the 
closest we come to them is the 
line adjacent to Platform 6, 
which we use. 
 The oddest thing I’ve heard 
this week was from a 
colleague who made his ‘if 
you’re getting off at X station 
you need to be in the front 8 
coaches’ announcement only 
to be asked by a passenger ‘I 
don’t want to be there as it’s 
too crowded, can you move 
the train down the platform 
after everyone has got off 
from the front 8 so I can get 
off from coach 10?’ The 
answer was ‘no’ by the way! 
Sam has also worked two 
days and has two days work 
next week so long as is 
doesn't rain as it’s exterior. 

Together, we are rising to the challenge 
of fighting the effects of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19). To date, LCIF has 
provided more than US$3,500,000 to 
COVID-19 relief efforts. Lions 
everywhere are supporting 
communities near and far with 
messages of hope and donations to 
Lions Clubs International Foundation 
(LCIF) — your foundation. However, 
Lions embody service. During this time 
of social distancing and stay-at-home 
orders, it can be a challenge to wait 
until it is safe to participate in 
responding to the need of your 
community. We have to be creative in 
how to serve in these times, and I 
wanted to offer you an idea: to create a 
LCIF Facebook fundraiser – an ideal 
way to help generate funds  for LCIF’s 
important humanitarian efforts around 
the globe.  When a  donation is made   
100% of funds will go to the LCIF 
global cause programmes, to increase 
Lions’ ability to serve the world. 

In friendship. Gudrun Yngvadottir 
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Alton Lions What’s going 
on ? 

Alton Lions 
What’s Going On  

Consectetuer: 

YOUR NEWS 

Discussion over the past 
week has been about Alton 
Town Council’s proposal 
to launch an Alton  
Community Support Fund 
(CSF) to support those in 
the community in the long 
term who are suffering 
from the impact of the 
Covid-19 crisis. It is feared 
many will have lost their 
jobs or will be forced to 
manage on reduced 
income, amongst them 
families whose children 
remain at home, requiring 
home schooling and 
preventing parents from 
returning to work. 

The fund would support 
requests of up to £300 from 
those in need of help with 
purchasing essential 
household goods, transport 
issues, etc.. And to 
signpost those requiring 
help with food and fuel. 

Alton Lions have been 
asked to act as an enabler, 
by accepting donations, for 
which we can claim gift aid 
– to stay with Lions to 
support the community. 
Lions will be on the CSF 
administration committee 
with ATC, EHDC and 
Citizens Advice. 

Bretta was able to deliver two 
reconditioned laptops to 
Medstead Primary School on 
Monday, May 12,  for pupils 
who are homeschooling. 
Thanks go to members of the 
public who donated the 
machines and to Christian 
Clarke from the Alton Repair 
Café who kindly wiped the 
hard drives and made them 
safe for the children to use. 
Pictured is school business 
manager, Katie Brench. 

 

John Bennigsen: 

If lockdown is unavoidable, then 
Lasham has proved to be as good 
as you can get as a place to 
experience it. 
With its stately church, pretty duck 
pond and two wide central streets, 
it has been a good venue in which 
to get your exercise, and stroll and 
chat with your neighbours (once 
per day and 2 metres apart, of 
course). 
There has always been a strong 
community spirit here, and it has 
certainly blossomed in the past 2 
months: “Lasham Chi-chat”, the 
village Whats-ap system, has kept 
us all up to date with village news 
(dog escaped from garden, fallen 
tree blocking lane, which 
supermarket has toilet rolls today, 
can anyone lend an inflatable 
paddling pool, anyone need a 
prescription collecting?) All 
supplied with wit, and pictures, 
where appropriate; bread has  
been baked and shared, brownies 
and cookies distributed and  
vichyssoise soup dished out. 
The Royal Oak, although 
shut, has been superb,  
supplying take-away fish 
and chips every Friday  
evening and pizzas every 
Saturday, in addition  
to utilising their wholesale supplier 

Alton Lions third Community 
Quiz with Wey Valley Radio 
was the best yet thanks to Dean 
and Bill. Take part via the radio 
(101.1 FM) or Facebook 
(@weyvalleyradioalton) Next 
Quiz scheduled for this Friday 
(May 29) starting 8pm.  Join in – 
it’s fun! Tell your friends! 
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• Please send any news, pictures, jokes, tips, stories, poems for inclusion in the 
next issue of Jungle Drums to: moira.baker1@btinternet.com 

to facilitate a bulk 
order of meat, fish, 
vegetables, fruit and 
other household 
necessities, which Ben, 
the landlord, then 
breaks down into each 
household’s order and 
then drops it off at 
your front door! 
We have had a village 
quiz (courtesy of 
Zoom), a scarecrow 
exhibition to celebrate 
VE Day and, from each 
of our own front doors, 
a grand open-air sing-
along as well. 
The Bennigsen 
household don’t do 
scarecrows, so Alex 
created a Churchill 
bulldog using a multi-
coloured ceramic 
ornament from the 
house, which was 
accompanied by a 
photo of him complete 
with Churchill cigar as 
well as his famous 
“beginning of the end” 
speech. 
The VE Day was 
highlighted by one 
villager, Mike, a former 
press photographer, 
spending all afternoon 
going to each house to 
take a front garden 
photograph, which will 
then be compiled into a 
book which will be a 
record of “Lasham in 
Lockdown” for 
posterity. 
 

Our mascot (aka Janet G) flying the flag 
for Alton Lions on VE Day. 

This picture now forms the centre piece of 
a terrific display in the Resurrection 
Furniture shop Window of Hope featuring 
us and others – thanks to Ella!  

NOW THIS IS NOT THE 
END. IT IS NOT EVEN 
THE BEGINNING OF 
THE END. BUT IT IS, 
PERHAPS, THE END OF 
THE BEGINNING.

Winston helped to stir national unity and fighting 
spirit. By World War II, the bulldog took centre 
stage as the symbol of British tenacity. And the 
spirit of our Lasham community will continue 
to prevail!

Pictures: Lasham 
village green with 
VE Day scarecrows: 
John & Alex on VE 
Day: the Churchill 
bulldog poster! 

The above was sent in by 
John Bennigsen – I think 
we are all starting to feel 
a bit like this – not least 
due to the need of a 
good hairdresser! 
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How well 
do you 
know 
Alton? 
The last Act of 
Parliament signed by  
King Charles I before 
embarking upon his 
war with the English 

parliament was an Act to allow 
the establishment of John 
Eggar’s Free School within the 
parish of Alton, in the county of 
Southamptonshire, in 1641.  

The Civil War started in 1642. 

Below: Eggar’s Old School. 
House 

Tea Leaves: In the early 
1900s damp tea leaves were 
often sprinkled over rugs to 
catch the dust and remove 
smells such as cigarette 
smoke, then swept up when 
dry – a kind of early Shake 
n’ Vac. Should not be used 
on pale carpets/rugs. 

Coca Cola: While not  old-
fashioned it is a 
remarkably good loo 
cleaner. Simply empty a 
can around the rim and 
into the bowl, leave 
overnight if possible and 
scrub, then flush. It really 
does work. Just don’t use 
Diet Coke, which doesn’t. 

White vinegar: Use diluted 
with water to clean windows, 
rubbing with old newspaper. 
You can also use it to remove 
rust, to polish stainless steel 
and remove limescale from 
the kettle and that strange 
black slime from inside the 
washing machine. 

Lemon juice: Removes 
limescale from granite and is 
an effective bathroom cleaner, 
with none of the chemical 
pong. 

Rhubarb: A powerful acidic 
cleaner, it is also excellent for 
getting rust stains off clothes: 
spread stewed fruit over 
stain, leave for a few hours. 

Jokes, Tips and Tales: 
Corona Humour: 
9. If you thought toilet 
paper was crazy ... just 
wait until 300 million 
people all want a haircut 
appointment. 
10. 2020 is a unique Leap 
Year. It had 29 days in 
February, 300 days in 
March and 5 years in April. 

11. Wearing a mask inside 
your home is now highly 
recommended. Not so 
much to prevent COVID  
but to stop eating. 

12. If you keep a glass of 
wine in each hand, you 
can’t accidentally touch 
your face. 
13. This cleaning with 
alcohol is total B.S. 
NOTHING gets done after 
that first bottle. 
14. Starting to understand 
why pets try to run out 
of the house when the 
door opens. 
15. Does anyone know if 
we can take showers yet 
or should we just keep 
washing our hands??? 

Cleaning tips from a stately home: 
Taken from Spit and Polish by Lucy Lethbridge which 
examines old-fashioned cleaning techniques: 
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And people stayed at 
home and read books 

and listened 

And they rested and did 
exercises and made art and 
played 

And learned new ways of 
being and stopped and 
listened more deeply. 

Someone meditated, 
someone prayed, someone 
met their shadow. 

And people began to think 
differently and people 
healed. 

And in the absence of 
people who live in ignorant 
ways dangerous, 
meaningless and heartless, 

The earth began to heal. 

And when the danger 
ended and people found 
themselves 

They grieved for the dead 
and made new choices 

And dreamed new visions 
and created new ways of 
living 

And completely healed the 
earth, just as they were 
healed. 

POEM: written 
by Kathleen (Kitty) 
O'Mara in 1869 
during a cholera 
epidemic.  It was 
revived in 1919 

 ‘We will either find a way or make one’ – Hannibal (247-182 BC) 
 

OPEN AIR THEATRE 

In the current situation and 
with the weather getting 
warmer thoughts are turning 
to the one type of theatre we 
may be able to experience. 

Theatre did of course start 
outdoors. The Greeks built 
‘theatrons’ into hills, where 
the audience had to sit and 
look down onto the 
performance space. 

The first seats were like 
wooden benches, but in 
around 500BC more 
permanent seating was 
created with concrete blocks. 

Some of the very first dramas 
were performed at the Theatre 
of Dionysus, built into the 
Athenian Akropolis, which 
could hold up to 17,000 
people. 

The first permanent 
playhouse in London was 
built in 1576 by James 
Burbage and was based on the 
Roman playhouses. 

Patrons could pay a penny to 
stand in the yard, which  

was not protected by a roof, 
another penny to stand in the 
covered gallery, and a third penny 
for a stool to sit on. 

Some of William Shakespeare’s 
early plays were performed here, 
including Romeo and Juliet.  

Eventually The Theatre was 
dissembled and the timber used to 
create The Globe Theatre by 
Shakespeare’s Playing Company. 

In 1970, American actor, Sam 
Wanamaker, founded a project to 
recreate The Globe on the South 
Bank, and Shakespeare’s Globe 
opened in 1997. 

Open air performances like this one, 
in the garden at Gilbert White’s 
House in Selborne, may be the way 
forward for theatre in the immediate 
future. 
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Question & Answers 

Not sure how many of you identified 
the location for last time’s  Alton 
Camera Club photo but it was taken 
in Baker’s Alley. Have a look.  I 
certainly didn’t get it! 

Well done to Lion Paul for his guest 
appearance on last Friday’s  Quiz: he 
got the correct answer to a question 
about the breed of England’s 
symbolic Lion – I thought it was a 
rugby player! What do you think? 

ALTON COLLEGE FOUNDATION 
FOR EXCELLENCE in SPORT 
Sponsored by the Alton Lions 
Club (CIO)  
BEN MORGAN  
Following Government guidance, the College moved to 
online teaching before Easter. This has taken some getting 
used to yet, overall, the transition has been swift and 
effortless. All my classes are now delivered online with a 
combination of project work, online lectures and tests.  
 
I have received feedback from homework tasks as well. I 
understand we are still due to complete mock exams later 
in the summer to contribute towards UCAS predicted 
grades. I am pleased with my steady improvements to my 
grades and hope this change does not affect this progress.  
 

The suspension of all competitive sport in late March 
meant that my club hockey session with Guildford ended 
prematurely. My senior side finished in the top 3rd of the 
table while the U18 team would have almost certainly gone 
to the national finals if we had been able to play our final 
game.  

The suspension of all sport also affected my international 
activities, with all training for Hockey Wales suspended 
along with the cancellation of the Easter test series against 
Scotland, the summer test series against Northern Ireland 
and the U18 European Championships in Vienna. Obviously, 
this is a great disappointment to me, but I look forward to 
getting back on the pitch later in the year.  

‘It always seems impossible until it's done’: Nelson Mandela 
(1918-2013), South African anti-apartheid leader 
 

Due to the lockdown, I have taken 
the opportunity to purchase hockey 
training equipment with some of 
the scholarship money. As well as a 
new stick, I have also purchased 
new astro shoes, a training mat and 
a goal to allow me to train from 
home. I think this is an appropriate 
alternative to my original plan, 
which was to put money towards 
the European Championships. It has 
been really important in keeping 
me training as well as the Wales 
strength and conditioning 
programme keeping me fit.  

Thank you to Alton Lions for this 
fantastic opportunity.  



 

 

lorem ipsum issue #, date 

7 



 

 

lorem ipsum issue #, date 
 

 


